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DISCRIMINATION CHARS CAUSES 

POLICE 
Melee Begins  Over 

Alleged  Discrimination 
PONTLAC—Beginn ing with a call answered by a mem-

ber of the Pon t iae Hera ld , to invest igate a compla in t of 
a l leged d iscr iminat ion at the Pont iae Recrea t ion , a bowl ing 
al ley located one-hal f b lock f r o m the Pon t iae Pol ice statical, 

!

IV ended up with N e g r o bowlers and a g r o u p of off-diF'v 
| ;«»•• . f l i n g ov-ar t h e acq: i js i i t .v . - f e C - , . - . 

; ta ined photds of an "oppos i te -end" b a l i n g pol icy. § 

) 

Telephone 
Sam Corke of Branch St.. 

telephoned Everett Spurlock of 
the Pontiae Urban League about 
4 p.m. Friday March 9 f rom the 
Pontiae Recreation at 18 N. 
Perry, where he had been bowl-
ing with several of his friends. 

Sam said his sister, Lilly 
Cqrke, along wth three of her 
fr iends had been refused an 
alley. Spurlock referred the mat-
ter to Charles M. Tucker Jr. 
publisher of the Pontiae Herald 

Tucker arrived at the bowl-
ing alley at approximately 4:20 
p.m. and interviewed Miss Lilly 
Corke;, Mrs. Louis Fletcher, Mrs. 
Phyllis Haynes (wife of an 
Pontiae Police officer) and Mrs. 
Jean Rucks. 

Relate 
The women related they ar-

rived at the establishment at 
about 4 p.m. and wanted two 
alleys in which to bowl. An 
employee told them to take I 

alleys one and two, (located 
at the North end of the est..) 

Mrs. Haynes asked him could 
they use some other alleys as 
number one was against the 
wall. 

The man replied "No", thai 
"you all have to bowl down 
there." 

Mrs. Haynes said, "what do 
you mean you."? He replied, 
"you, you, you and them' , 
pointing to the Negro bowlers 
who were occupying alleys 3 
to 6. 

Speaks To Mgr. 
Tucker then asked to speak 

to the manager and was re-
ferred to Frank Jennings. He 
showed Jenning his press-cred-
entials and asked why the four 
women could not bowl. 

Jennings said they could 
bowl on alleys 1, 2, 7, or 8. He 
further staled colored bowlers 
time 7 and 8. 

(Continued On Page 2) 
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They tried to bowl: (left) Mrs. 
Lois Fletcher, Mrs. Jean Rucks, 
Mrs. Phyllis Haynes and Miss 
Lilly  Corke. 

Community Speaks 
I n t e r v i e w s w e r e t a k e n f r o m s e v e r a l c i t i z e n s as to 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n s in t h e " P o l i c e H a s s l e S i t u a t i o n . 
From Dr. Roy V Cooley, who demostration 

treated Miss Corke after the 
fracas. Dr. Cooly is also one of 
Pontiac's City Commissioners. 

"This is very unfortunate. I 
have not yet acquired all the 
facts. I shall lake and make 
every effort to see if there was 
infr ingement of civil  rights. A 
thorough investigation will  be 
made." 

Si 
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by members of 
the police department. 

It certainly reflects distaste-
fully  upon the personnel de 
partment, either in their in-
capabilities to evaluate men be-
fore hiring or to properly train 
them*" 

Says Joseph H, Jennings, local 
businessman and community _ 
leader. "The incident which has 
occured is extremely unfor-
tunate. I hope something will  be 
done in regrds to recreational' 
facilities for the people of our 
community. 

Dr. Roy 
ing Miss 

Cooley examin-
Corke. Dr. Lilly 

Cooley Is a Pontiae City Com-
missioner. M'ss Corke suffer-

ed an injury when a police 
officer attempted to -restrain 

her from protecting her broth-

DR. HOWARD  H. McNEIL 
Dr. Howard H- McNeil, pro-

minent physician and civic lead-
er had this to say, "Beside the 
evident discrimination and seg-
regation policy on the part of 
the management, which is in 
direct conflict with rising na-
tional tendencies toward P r a c " 
tical democratic princible and; 
which is illegal. Even more is 
the disgrace attained in initi-
cting and fostering a riotious 

DR. ROY V. CO 

Mr. Joe Johns. Photographer. 
His camera was saved. 

Trial  Board 
to  be Asked 

Pontiae—In a meeting on Sat-
urday morning following the 
fracac involving Negro bowlers 
and off-duty policemen. It was 
decided that a,trial board would 
be asked against the policemen 
involved. 

Changes will  be filed the first 
of this week against the of-
ficers who struck Miss Lilly 
Corke and who began the fracac 
by breaming Johns camera and 
film. 

There exists a possibi l i ty of 
charging all the officers present 
with neglect of duty when they 
did itothing to prevent the situa-
tion f rom arising. 
1 ~ Court Case 

It Did  Happen  Here 
By J O S E P H S I N G L E T O N Ed i to r , P o n t i a e H e r a l d 

W i t h i n t h e p a s t 12 mon ths , we h a v e f o l l o w e d tlhe 
p l i g h t of o u r N e g r o b r o t h e r s i n C l i n t on , T e n n e s s e e , 
M o n t g o m e r y , A l a b a m a , Ta l l ahassee , F l o r i d a , a n d m a n y 
o t h e r S o u t h e r n s t a t e s in t h e i r d o n g , h a r d vigi l  to g a i n 
t h e i r f r e e d o m of c h o i c e — f r e e d o m to c h o o s e t h e i r s e a t s 
in a p u b l i c b u s — f r e e d o m to a t tend t h e sdhoo l of t h e i r 
c h o i c e — a n d f r e e d o m to choose o f f i c i a l s t o r e p r e s e n t 
t h e m in g o v e r n m e n t pos i t i ons .® 

W e , in t h e N o r t h , h a v e wept w h e n t h e s e m e n m e t 
w i t h v i o l ence , s i g h e d w h e n there s e e m e d to be h o p e , 
a n d r e j o i c e d w h e n t h e y w ^ r ^ v i c t o r i o u s s . 

M o s t of u s wttio w e r e bo rn l i n t h e S o u t h , a n d h a v e 
m i g r a t e d to t h e l a n d of " f i t e d o m , " n o w f e e l t h a t we 
h a v e w o n t h e b a t t l e f o r equa l i ty a n d t h a t w e c a n c o m -
p e t e w i t h o u r w h i t e b r o t h e r s on an a l m o s t e q u a l bas is . 
U s u a l l y w h e n w e w a n t t o quote e x a m p l e of t h e Ne-
g r o ' s m i s t r e a t m e n t , w e g ive vivid d e s c r i p t i o n s of t h e 
w a y h e is t r e a t e d b e l o w the Mason a n d D ix ie . 

L e t us w a k e u p . L e t us f ace t h e f a c t s . Look a r o u n d 
us h e r e in P o n t i a e . T h i n k o fmhe p l a c e s h e r e in P o n -
t i ae w h i c h a r e s u p p o s t e d to %e p u b l i c p l aces , w h e r e 
s o m e of o u r p e o p l e hajve tone in to a n d h a v e been 
e m b a r r a s e d a n d r i d i c u l e d , ' h i n k a lso of t h e p l aces 
r i g h t in o u r o w n c o m m u n i t y which a r e s e g r e g a t e d . 

W h i l e we a r e t h i n k i n g of Pon t iae , le t us t h i nk of 
t h i n k S o u t h P e r r y S t r e e t . T o be more s p e c i f i c , le t us 

of 18 S o u t h P e r r y Str ieet, t h e site of t h e P o n t i a e R e c r e a -
There may be a civil  rights t i o n w h e r e l a s t F r i d a y , Mareh 7, a t a b o u t 4 : 3 0 on 
iĉ  filed against the bowling u n f o r t u n a t e i n c i d e n t occurc t l . Let l l s t h i n k of th i s in-

•t 'abi ishment along with the s i d e n t w h i c h h a p p e n s m u c h t o U f t e n to m e m b e r s of o u r 
Jtfial board case. r a c e 

Details have not been com- i 
leted as v/e go to press. | i t a l l s t a r t e d w h e n f o u r voung l a d i e s ( a n d we be-

l ieve t h e m to b e l a d i e s in ( '^6ry sense of t h e w o r d ) , 
Misa L i l ly  C o r k e , M r s . Lois F le tcher , Mrs . J e a n Rucks , 
a n d Mrs . P h y l l i s H a y n e s ( t he jw i f e of a P o n t i a e Po l ice PLEASE NOTE 

Because of the extra edition. O f f i c e r ) , d e c i d e d to d r o p i n t f t h e d o w n t o w n b o w l i n g 
which is the first t ime in Michi- a l l e y t o rp l l a f e w g a m e s 01 open b o w l i n g 

a l l e y s a n d r e q u e s t e d to use a l leys f u r t h e r oVer. ( L a t e r , 
in an i n t e r v i e w , t h e y o u n g lady , said t h a t a t th i s po in t , 
she d i d no t s u s p e c t a n y seg rega t i on , she on ly w a s d is -
s a t i s f i e d b e c a u s e slhe c o u l d ' n t bowl h e r bes t a g a i n s t a 
w a l l — a l l e y s 1 a n d 2 w e r e nex t to t h e wa l l . ) 

T h e l a d i e s s a i d t h a t t h e m a n a g e r s ta ted t h a t if t h e y 
d i d n ' t l i ke t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s , they could leave . T h e 
g i r l s q u o t e d t h e n i a n as s a y i n g " Y o u ' a l l can on ly use 
a l l e y s f r o m 1 t h r o u g h 6 . " A f t e r ask ing t h e m a n w h o he 
m e a n t b y " y o u ' a l l " , t h e g i r l s sa id t h e m a n sa id , " y o u , 
you , you , You , ( p o i n t i n g to each of the g i r l s ) , a n d t h e m 
( p o i n t i n g to t h e N e g r o b o w l e r s on a l leys 3, 4, 5, a n d 6. ) 

A t t h i s po in t , t h e P o n t i a e U r b a n League , T h e P o n t i a e 
H e r a l d , a l o n g w i t h o t h e r N e g r o e l eade rs w e r e c a l l e d . 
A f t e r t h e P o n t i a e H e r a l d Pub l i she r , Mr. C h a r l e s M. 
T u c k e r , J r . , a r r i v e d , h e ca l l ed I nspec to r C l a r k M. 
W h e a t o n , w h o i n s t a n t l y s e n t over^ two pol ice s e r g e a n t s . 

A f t e r a c o n f e r e n c e witlh t h e s e peop le , t h e N e g r o 
l e a d e r s , t h e m a n a g e r , one of t h e gir ls, a n d one of t h e 
o f f i c e r s , it w a s t h o u g h t t h a t a „ p e a c e f u ] so lu t ion w a s 
f o u n d . (S ince , t h e m a n a g e r c h a n g e d his t une , a c c o r d i n g 
to w i t nesses , a n d t o l d t h e g r o u p t h a t he w a s s a v i n g t h e 
a l l e y s f o r l e a g u e s ) . 

A f t e r t h e po l i ce l e f t , w i t n e s s e s sa id they o b s e r v e d 
t w o w h i t e m e n o c c u p y t w o of tlhe a l leys w h i c h w e r e 
s u p p o s e d to b e r e s e r v e d f o r leagues, ( i nc iden t i a l l y one 
w i t ness , w h o s a y s h e h a s b e e n bowl ing in t h e p l a c e f o r 
ove r six y e a r s , s a y s t h a t a l e a g u e w o u l d ' n t s t a r t f o r 
a n o t h e r h o u r s ) . 

By t h i s t i m e , a p h o t o g r a p h e r begun to t a k e p i c t u r e s 
of t h e g r o u p s in t h e p lace , a t t h e r e q u e s t of t h e H e r a l d 
P u b l i s h e r , M r . T u c k e r . A f t e r t'he p h o t o g r a p h e r s h o t 
p i c t u r e s of t h e N e g r o e s , t h e f i r e w o r k s s ta r ted w h e n t h e 
p h o t o g r a p h e r s n a p p e d a p i c t u r e wh i ch i n c l u d e d a 
g r o u p of m e n on t h e s o u t h e n d of t h e room, w h o h a p p e n -
ed t o be po l i ce o f f i c e r s . 

A f t e r t h e p i c t u r e w a s s n a p p e d , a c c o r d i n g to w i tnesses , 
one of t h e o f f i c e r s , wlho w a s b o w l i n g at t h e t ime, j u m p -
ed ove r t h e b e n c h , r a n oiver to t h e p h o t o g r a p h e r , g r a b -
b e d t h e c a m e r a , c o m m e n c e d to a t t e m p t to b r e a k u p t h e 

(Continued On Pi ^ 

ijr  . wV<<i ucu ' " c t o alien*pi- • -
gan that a Negro newspaper has. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e y o u n g i a "«s , a n d to w i tnesses w no c a m e r a , a n d o r d e r e d t h e p h o t o g r a p h e r t o g ive h in 
published an extra. The Pon- w e r e p r e s e n t , tlhe lad ies w » e r e f u s e d t h e r i gh t t 0 t h g f j J m j n r a t h e r t r o n p a b u s i v e l a n g u a g e . A f t e r th is 
i l 8 C " e r a

J
l d p r i c h o o s e t h e a l l e y s w h i c h t h e y » a n t e d , e v e n t h o u g h t h e , h a s s i l e s t a r t e d b e t w e e n t h e o f f i c e r s a n d t h e N e g r o e s 

for  Monday. March 18 a n e y s w e r e l i g h t e d a n d v a c a n | W e w e r e to ld t h a t t h e r e , ^  ̂ r o Q m 
l iver^dTy  carrier ^ n d avail- w e r e N e g r o e s b o w l i n g on £ ® y s 3 , 4, 5, a n d 6. T h e [ B e f o r e w e s a y w h o i s t o b , a m e f o r t h e j n c i d e n t , le t us 
ebie on newsstands on Friday m a n a g e r a s k e d t h e g i r l s to t j *  a l l e y s 1 a n d 2. At t h i s 
March 22. p o i n t , o n e of t h e g i r l s s h o p i M i s s a t i s t a t i o n w i th t n e 
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